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the repudiation of the Confederate war debt. To
Governor Holden he telegraphed: "Every dollar
of the debt created to aid the rebellion against the
United States should be repudiated finally and for-
ever. The great mass of the people should not be
taxed to pay a debt to aid in carrying on a rebellion
which they in fact, if left to themselves, were op-
posed to. Let those who had given their means for
the obligations of the state look to that power they
tried to establish in violation of law, constitution,
and will of the people. They must meet their
fate," With little opposition these conditions were
fulfilled, though there was a strong feeling against
the repudiation of the debt, much discussion as to
whether the ordinance of secession should be "re-
pealed" or declared "now and always null and
void," and some quibbling as to whether slavery
was being destroyed by state action or had already
been destroyed by war.

In the old state constitutions, very slight changes
were made. Of these the chief were concerned
with the abolition of slavery and the arrangement
of representation and direct taxation on the basis
of white population. Little effort was made to
settle any of the negro problems, and in all States
the conventions left it to the legislatures to make